The Cleveland Foundation

Capital Grant Policy: Green Buildings
1. Definition: The U.S. Green Building Council’s definition is “to significantly reduce or eliminate the negative impact of buildings on the environment and on the building occupants. Green building design and construction practices address: sustainable site planning, safeguarding water and water efficiency, energy efficiency, conservation of materials and resources, and indoor environmental quality.”

2. Purpose: The purpose of focusing capital grants on green buildings is to encourage and support the development of green buildings for their environmental, health and economic benefits to the grantee community. Capital grants will be primarily driven by the programs and priorities of the Foundation.

3. Restrictions: Capital grants will be limited to U.S. Green Building Council’s “LEED Silver” (new construction) or “LEED-Certified” (existing buildings) buildings or higher. LEED represents the most widely accepted national standard for green buildings.

4. Eligible Institutions: Nonprofit institutions that would otherwise qualify for foundation grants. Because the goal is to spur green building in Greater Cleveland, grants will be limited to organizations in this region.

5. Planning Grants: Institutions may apply for planning grants to assist in the research, planning, design, commissioning and LEED documentation of green elements of a building. Applicants for a planning grant should submit:

a. Letter of intent to green construction of the building

b. Registration of building with US GBC LEED program

c. Designation of a “green champion” for the project – a person who has the appropriate authority within the organization to shepherd the integrated design process from project conception to completion. This staff person or volunteer is the institutional champion for designing a green building and is involved in all aspects of project planning.
d. Budget for planning elements
Planning Grants may be utilized for:

a. Initial design

b. Integrated process review
c. Planning stages of building commissioning

d. LEED application/documentation
e. Modeling/life cycle costing

Award of a planning grant is not a required precursor for a capital grant, nor does receipt of a planning grant imply that a capital grant will be awarded.

6. Capital grants: Capital grants will be awarded to projects committed to “LEED Silver” or higher for new buildings, and “LEED-Certified” for existing buildings, and will be based on provision of evidence that the applicant has met the criteria set out in the “Planning Grants” section above.

