ÖZEN YULA
1965
Born in Eskişehir (Central Anatolia), Turkey
1965-1982
Lived in Şanlıurfa, Mersin, Gaziantep (Southeast Turkey) and in Ankara (the capital of Turkey)
1982-1983
Studied his senior year in Albany, Oregon, at West Albany High School as an American Field Service scholar
1984-1991
After completing his undergraduate studies in the Economics Department of Hacettepe University, earned a master’s degree in drama at Ankara University
1990-1991
Lived in New York for six months, completed his thesis on postmodernism
1993-2009
Collected plays have been published in five volumes. Different productions of his plays have toured in Germany, United Kingdom, Italy, France, Japan, Sweden, Egypt, Holland, Austria and Cyprus. His plays have been translated to English, German, French, Italian, Finnish, Bulgarian, Arabic, Japanese, Polish and Bosnian. His other collected works – including novels, short story collections, and essays – have been printed by different publishing companies. He has written 8 books.
2002
Invted to Bonner Theatre Biennale to represent Turkey with his play “Moon Perturbation.” The work also served as the closing play for the “kontext:Europa” festival in Wien, Austria.
2003
One of his stories translated to English and printed in the special Turkish issue of the Canadian literary magazine Descant. Directed his own play “In Trust in the Near East” as a co-production of Tadashi Suzuki’s JPAF and Istanbul Cultural Arts Foundation in Japan at the Toga Spring Festival.
2004
Wrote a book with two of his friends called “Odd Book, Strange Notebook,” which has been printed in three languages and had been a part of a special exhibition in Luxembourg. His play “Concubine Sultan Hurrem” presented as a reading theatre performance in Bulgaria. “In Trust in the Near East” staged at the Experimental Theatre Festival in Cairo, Egypt, and then in İstanbul at the İstanbul International Theatre Festival.
2005
“Concubine Sultan Hurrem” staged at the Tiyatrom Theatre in Berlin.

2006
“For Rent” presented as a staged reading performance at the German F.I.N.D. 6 Festival in Schaubuehne am Lehniner Platz. Also one of six playwrights to produce short works for that event.
2007
“For Rent” presented as a reading theatre performance at the Chartreuse, Avignon Theatre Festival. The same play was an Italian production directed by Mauro Avogadro at the ASTI Theatre Festival. “Concubine Sultan Hurrem” was printed in Bulgaria. Yula directed a British play called “How to Cook Your Husband” by Debbie Isitt at a private company.
2008
Worked with “Free Theatre” in Bela, Russia, for a special event and wrote a short play for the “Eurepica Airlines” Project for the city of Lund in Sweden. A reading performence of the play was conducted in Minsk. Yula invited to Stuttgart, Germany, as a “city writer” in a program arranged by the Goethe Institute.
2009
“Eurepica Airlines” performed by the Free Theatre in Lund, Sweden, for the city’s attempt to become the capital city of Europe in 2014. “For Rent” staged as a reading performance in Florence, Italy, by Teatro Sotterraneo in a festival directed by Teatro di Rifredi. “A Place in the Middle of the World” produced at Theatre Frankfurt in Frankfurt, Germany. “For Rent” printed in France under the title “A louer” by espaces34 publishing house. Gave lectures at L’Universite Paul-Valery de Montpellier III in France on playwriting and modern Turkish drama. “For Rent” staged as a reading theatre performance in Maison des Metallos in Paris.

