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Biography: Christian Schmitt

Christian Schmitt currently is a professor for the College of Architecture at Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile, where he is leading the university’s reconstruction plans for cities destroyed by the 2010 earthquake in south Chile using low-cost emergency housing models that can be expanded using various modules. His previous projects included supervision of the Habitability Project of Santiago, which focused on renovations and expansion of housing for low-income families.

While in Cleveland for seven months, Schmitt will meet and work with area architects, manufacturers, artists, and students to develop and build a prototype for new product or structure that can be replicated and manufactured here using recycled or sustainable building materials. His designs favor renewable resources, particularly wood. 

Schmitt will begin his stay by working with principals from URS Corp., a leading international provider of engineering, construction, and technical services; Vocon, a national firm specializing in sustainable design; and Westlake Reed Leskosky, principal design architects. 

In the second phase of his time in Cleveland, Schmitt will host workshops for students at the Max S. Hayes High School and the Cleveland Institute of Art. He also will interact with artists and designers from the Hardwood Furniture Builders’ Guild, made up of local Amish craftsmen, and A Piece of Cleveland, the Red Cross and other groups to understand housing, urban farming, and homelessness issues in the United States. 

In the last months of his stay, Schmitt will develop and manufacture a design for a sustainable product or structure with real-world application. 

Schmitt holds a professional degree in architecture from Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile and is currently working on his master’s degree in advanced studies in architecture at the University of British Columbia in Canada. He is a founding member of El Cinevino, a “moving cinema” housed in a modified truck that shows films in small, isolated Chilean towns. 
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