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Creative Fusion - International Artist in Residence Program 

Request for Proposal
The Cleveland Foundation seeks proposals from interested and capable nonprofits for its global arts initiative, Creative Fusion: an International Artist in Residence Program.

Information for Prospective Applicants

NOTE: Only organizations that have submitted a Letter of Intent and have been invited to apply will be able to submit proposals.  Invited applicants receive a password that permits access to a secure application site and the required form for this Initiative.  The RFP below outlines the program purpose, details and deadlines of the application process.

INITIATIVE PURPOSE

Today, Cleveland must compete and grow in a multi-national environment – one that is differently diverse from the past. A cultural community that reflects and embraces the creativity of the world as it changes will do much to brand Cleveland as an international city where creativity and diverse perspectives are not only welcomed, but embraced.  For this reason, the Foundation has launched a multi-year initiative in partnership with our cultural community, to bring accomplished artists and “rising stars” from diverse cultures to Cleveland for extended periods of time, and provide our community with opportunities to engage with cultural perspectives they might not otherwise have an opportunity to experience. 

SUMMARY

Creative Fusion is a partnership-based grantmaking initiative.  It will help support long-term residencies for accomplished or rising star international artists in collaboration with area cultural, educational and/or civic organizations.  Residencies must last for no less than three months, and could be considerably longer, depending on the design of the proposed project.  

The initiative focuses particularly on cultures underrepresented here, and on artists who have something to say about being human from the context of a culture that is less familiar to many of us. Artists working in any discipline will be considered. 

Visiting artists will be embedded within an existing nonprofit institution, but successful proposals will come from organizations collaborating with others to provide multiple opportunities for the community’s interaction with the visiting artist. We are particularly interested in projects that offer cultural education opportunities for youth and for creative collaborations with local artists.

While we expect the host institution and its partners to derive direct benefit from the residency, we also expect these institutions to provide some resources to support the residency.  These supports can be negotiated with the Foundation during the proposal development and review process.
The Foundation is open to discussing a planning grant as a first step in developing a successful residency project, however, all project ideas must first be discussed with the Foundation prior to submission of any proposal – planning or implementation.

HOW TO APPLY

1. Interested organizations must first contact the Foundation to discuss their preliminary interest in a residency project and to receive a basic orientation to the program.  The next step is to submit a Letter of Interest (LOI) outlining the organization’s early plans for a potential residency, including type of artist, country of origin, timing for the residency, likely community partners and potential programming.  We recognize this information will be highly preliminary.  If a planning grant may be needed to develop the project, this should also be indicated in the letter, along with the amount needed,  if known.  Letters should be sent to:
Creative Fusion LOI

c/o Kathleen Cerveny

The Cleveland Foundation

1422 Euclid Avenue Suite 1300

Cleveland, Ohio 44115

2. The foundation will arrange a meeting to discuss your project and determine next steps with you.  No proposal will be accepted without a preliminary meeting and an invitation to submit.

3. Invited planning grant applications use the Foundation’s standard on-line form.  The organization should remain in touch with the Foundation to report on the results of the planning process and to indicate whether and/or when they intend to apply for an implementation grant.

4. If an implementation proposal is invited, the applicant will be issued a password to access the guidelines and customized application form for this initiative via our website.  

5. This is a competitive process, with limited funds available annually.  Even though a planning grant may be awarded and a proposal invited, the Foundation may not approve all requests.  

6. Submission Timing:

· Planning grant requests may be submitted any time and will be reviewed via the Foundation’s flexible monthly grantmaking cycle.

· Implementation grants will only be considered at the Foundation’s quarterly Board meetings.  Following are strongly suggested submission deadlines for each quarter that will allow the Foundation adequate review time for your proposal.  
January 15
first quarter review and decision late in March

April 15 
second quarter review and decision late in June

July 15

third quarter review and decision late in September

October 15
fourth quarter review and decision late in December

7. Grant Payments: 

       Funds approved for successful proposals will be available approximately one month after a grant is  

       approved.  For long-term residencies, there may be multiple grant payments during the residency.
