


-
what do

an alarm clock,
ibrary books,
and a night spent
gazing at the
stars have

INn common?




For many of us, these objects and
experiences help shape who we
become. We learn to be responsible
with every buzz of the morning alarm.
We learn to empathize with others
because of the diverse people and
places we find in our favorite books.

And, we learn about the power of
imagination by standing in awe of the
sky and dreaming of becoming an
astronaut.

As young people, we are influenced not
only by parenting at home and

education at school, but also by
experiences in the community. In
Greater Cleveland, many of our
young people crave the caring
adults and positive experiences
they need to learn new things
and reach their full potential.
Research shows that the influence
of caring adults and positive life
experiences can reverse rising rates
of high school dropouts, teen
pregnancy, and gang violence. It
can increase the likelihood for teens
to graduate, work, and contribute
to their communities.

A community must share

responsibility for the development
}\ of its youth. As the saying goes,

“It takes a village to raise a child.”

MyCom is a youth movement in Greater
Cleveland in which we demonstrate our
commitment to our young people as
the future of our community.



In 2006, the Cleveland Foundation undertook research
to identify and evaluate existing programs and services
for youth in Greater Cleveland. Based on its findings,
the foundation convened many key community partners
to create an effective system to support our young
people. The Cuyahoga County Commissioners stepped
up early and in a big way, with $3.4 million and a
commitment to manage day-to-day operations of

MyCom through its Family and Children First Council.

Today, this youth movement — MyCom — aims to inspire
and prepare Greater Cleveland’s young people,
kindergarten through graduation, to reach their full

potential and become good citizens.

It exposes kids to a variety of activities and experiences
that allow them to explore new interests and learn
new skills. It connects them to a network of caring
and committed adults — teachers, mentors, employers,

and others — who offer guidance and encouragement.

MyCom prepares Greater Cleveland’s young people
to enter early adulthood with the ability to foster healthy
relationships throughout their lives and the skills to

compete in a global economy.



MyCom supports young
people with programs and
services that inspire and
prepare them to lead good
lives. MyCom'’s innovative
approach helps to “connect
the dots” for young people
and their families by making
it easy to find and access a
variety of services all through
their youth.

By coordinating with strong
community partners, MyCom
can offer employment
opportunities, out-of-school-
time activities, neighborhood
resources, and special help
during school transitions to
kindergarten, middle school,
high school and beyond.
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MyCom:
My Commitment.
My Community.




MyCom coordinates the work of many community partners to deliver programs
and services to young people — from youngsters to young adults — in Greater
Cleveland. These partners are committed to providing kids with the positive
experiences and caring adults they need to reach their full potential.

To better understand the issues affecting young people in Greater Cleveland,
MyCom engages youth leaders throughout the community. Together with the
Partnership for a Safer Cleveland, MyCom gives them a voice in the planning
process. This approach allows for the design of programs and services that
meet real community needs.

MyCom is funded by several community partners, including the Cleveland
Foundation, the City of Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Saint Luke’s Foundation
and the Sisters of Charity Foundation of Cleveland. Also, lead advocacy partner,
Voices for Ohio’s Children, helps MyCom secure critical public funding. MyCom,
with its funders, is committed to developing sustainable resources to support
young people in Greater Cleveland.

For more information

on MyCom, contact:

Lisa Bottoms

Program Director for Human Services,
Child and Youth Development
216.615.7137

Ibottoms@clevefdn.org



How You o
Can Make a

Difference

If you are committed to supporting young people in our community,
you can help in many ways.

Your support as a donor, mentor, employer, or friend means that
you bring positive experiences and a caring spirit to young people
in our community — and you never know when that support might
change a young person’s life.

Please consider joining with MyCom to live out your commitment
to our community.

Individvalg
Be a caring adult in a child’s life
Donate to the Cleveland Foundation’s Youth Fund
Volunteer to be a Big Brother, Big Sister, tutor, or mentor
Help students at your local high school complete college
applications
Sponsor summer camp for one young person
Participate in a local school’s Career Day

Buginesses
Offer internships or summer work experiences to youth
Direct charitable contributions to the Cleveland Foundation’s
Youth Fund
Provide a job shadowing experience for kids ages 12 to18
Donate in-kind products or services
Engage colleagues in a youth-focused service project
Distribute information about MyCom to your employees
Schedule MyCom to make a presentation to your board or
senior management team

Foundations
e Support MyCom with grantmaking
Become a MyCom funding partner
Incorporate MyCom principles and outcomes into youth-
related grantmaking
Spread the word about MyCom
Connect new youth initiatives to MyCom
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