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CSU	and	CWRU	Partner	to	Advance	the	Internet	of	Things	
Collaboration	will	include	joint	course	development	and	research	

	
CLEVELAND	(May	5,	2017)	–	The	“Internet	of	Things	(IoT),”	which	refers	to	the	vast	interconnected	network	of	
devices—from	cell	phones	to	factory	equipment—provides	a	treasure	trove	of	data	and	other	information	that	
can	greatly	improve	numerous	aspects	of	society.	
	
To	capitalize	on	IoT	as	a	regional	economic	driver,	Cleveland	State	University	and	Case	Western	Reserve	
University	have	formed	a	new	partnership	to	expand	research	and	educational	opportunities	in	this	emerging	
technology.	Cleveland	State	President	Ronald	M.	Berkman	and	Case	Western	Reserve	President	Barbara	R.	
Snyder	signed	a	memorandum	of	understanding	(MOU)	today	to	formalize	the	new	collaboration.	
	
“This	partnership	will	further	the	regional	effort	to	make	Cleveland	a	leader	in	the	Internet	of	Things	revolution,	
expanding	the	development	of	new	innovations,	increasing	technology	transfer	and	enhancing	economic	
investment,”	Berkman	said.	“I	am	proud	to	join	with	President	Snyder	to	announce	this	unique	collaboration	
between	our	two	institutions.”	
	
The	effort	builds	on	an	initial	$200,000	planning	grant	from	the	Cleveland	Foundation	that	enabled	CSU	and	
CWRU	to	assess	regional	expertise	in	IoT	technology	areas	and	identify	gaps	to	be	filled.	The	grant	was	part	of	
the	Cleveland	Foundation’s	recently	announced	“Digital	Excellence	Initiative,”	which	invests	in	efforts	that	
create	a	more	connected	community,	support	digital	skills	development,	improve	digital	civic	engagement,	
elevate	regional	digital	leadership,	and	encourage	technology	innovation	for	social	good.	
		
“We	deeply	appreciate	the	Cleveland	Foundation’s	support	of	this	collaboration,	and	look	forward	to	advancing	
discovery	and	education	in	ways	that	create	new	business	and	employment	opportunities	for	our	region,”	
Snyder	said.	“I	thank	President	Berkman	and	the	entire	Cleveland	State	team	for	engaging	so	enthusiastically	in	
this	effort.”	
	
“Our	region’s	future	depends	on	how	well	we	are	able	to	mobilize	people	from	all	disciplines	to	help	build	a	
thriving	digital	community,”	added	Ronn	Richard,	President	and	CEO	of	the	Cleveland	Foundation.	“It’s	
wonderful	to	see	the	progress	that	is	being	made	through	this	new	collaboration	to	enhance	Cleveland’s	
standing	in	computer	science	and	information	technology	so	that	our	residents	and	our	community	can	stay	
relevant	and	competitive	in	an	increasingly	high-tech	world.”	
		
The	partnership	will	include	new	course	development,	student	exchanges,	joint	research	programs	and	
economic	development	initiatives	with	third-party	partners	to	support	the	continued	expansion	of	the	Internet	
of	Things	and	make	Cleveland	a	national	hub	for	research	and	development.	
	
The	university	leaders	announced	the	MOU	at	a	regional	IoT	symposium	developed	through	the	Cleveland	
Foundation	grant	project.	The	symposium	brought	in	key	leaders—both	locally	and	nationally—to	provide	short-	
and	long-term	views	on	the	future	of	research	and	development	in	the	IoT.	Speakers	represented	such	
organizations	as	the	MetroLab	Network,	the	National	Science	Foundation,	the	Department	of	Defense	and	
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multiple	Fortune	100	companies.	
	
“With	increasing	reliance	on	social-networking	systems	and	the	growth	in	embedded	sensors	in	all	manner	of	
machines,	the	fundamental	structures	of	human	contact	and	communication	have	begun	to	include	the	physical	
infrastructure	around	us	in	ways	previously	never	imagined,”	said	Nigamanth	Sridhar,	professor	of	electrical	
engineering	and	computer	science	at	CSU	and	co-organizer	of	the	symposium.	“The	vision	and	uses	for	this	
Internet	of	Things	is	being	shaped	as	we	speak,	and	CSU,	CWRU	and	the	Cleveland	region	as	a	whole	are	now	
poised	to	play	a	major	leadership	role	in	this	technology	revolution.”	
	
“The	research	and	education	opportunities	in	the	emerging	field	of	the	Internet	of	Things	are	vast,”	said	Kenneth	
Loparo,	the	Nord	Professor	and	chair	of	CWRU’s	Department	of	Electrical	Engineering	and	Computer	Science.	
“This	symposium	will	help	frame	an	approach	that	allows	our	institutions	to	capitalize	on	our	individual	
strengths,	leverage	our	complementary	assets	and	identify	critical	needs	for	the	future.”	
	
About	Cleveland	State	University		
Founded	in	1964,	Cleveland	State	University	is	a	public	research	institution	that	provides	a	dynamic	setting	for	
Engaged	Learning.	With	17,000-plus	students,	nine	colleges	and	more	than	175	academic	programs,	CSU	was	
again	chosen	for	2017	as	one	of	America’s	best	universities	by	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	Find	more	information	
at	www.csuohio.edu.		
	
About	Case	Western	Reserve	University	
Case	Western	Reserve	University	is	one	of	the	country's	leading	private	research	institutions.	Located	in	
Cleveland,	we	offer	a	unique	combination	of	forward-thinking	educational	opportunities	in	an	inspiring	cultural	
setting.	Our	leading-edge	faculty	engage	in	teaching	and	research	in	a	collaborative,	hands-on	environment.	Our	
nationally	recognized	programs	include	arts	and	sciences,	dental	medicine,	engineering,	law,	management,	
medicine,	nursing	and	social	work.	About	5,100	undergraduate	and	6,200	graduate	students	comprise	our	
student	body.	Visit	case.edu	to	see	how	Case	Western	Reserve	thinks	beyond	the	possible.	

About	the	Cleveland	Foundation:	Established	in	1914,	the	Cleveland	Foundation	is	the	world’s	first	community	
foundation	and	one	of	the	largest	today,	with	assets	of	$2.1	billion	and	2016	grants	of	$93.6	million.	Through	the	
generosity	of	donors,	the	foundation	improves	the	lives	of	residents	of	Cuyahoga,	Lake	and	Geauga	counties	by	
building	community	endowment,	addressing	needs	through	grant	making,	and	providing	leadership	on	vital	
issues.	The	foundation	tackles	the	community’s	priority	areas	–	education	and	youth	development,	
neighborhoods,	health	and	human	services,	arts	and	culture,	economic	development	and	purposeful	aging	–	and	
responds	to	the	community’s	needs.	
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