
 

 
January 24, 2018 
 
Dear Nonprofit Friends: 

We are pleased to share an upcoming collaborative opportunity for your nonprofit at the 2018 Cleveland 
Foundation African-American Philanthropy Summit taking place on Saturday, April 28, at 
Landherhaven. This new opportunity, Philanthropy Matchmaker, is essentially an extension of the well-
received Philanthropy Tank, which many of you participated in at the 2016 Summit. 

The goal of Philanthropy Matchmaker is to encourage nonprofit organizations to join forces, in a creative 
way, to bolster an existing or new endeavor that furthers your respective missions. Each collaborative team 
will have an opportunity to present their case for support in front of an estimated audience of 400 Summit 
attendees and win a cash award. 

Qualification for participation in Philanthropy Matchmaker includes: 
• Completion of a brief online application 
• Current status as a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit 
• Connection to one of the Cleveland Foundation Areas of Impact: Leadership Development, 

Youth and Social Services, Education, Neighborhood Revitalization & Engagement, 
Economic & Workforce Development, Arts & Culture, Environment & Health 

• Emphasis of service to the African-American community in Cuyahoga, Lake or Geauga counties 
 

Applications will be reviewed by the Cleveland Foundation and members of its African-American 
Philanthropy Committee. A culmination of nine collaborative teams will be selected and asked to 
participate in person at a pitch competition to be held at the Summit. The winning collaborative team 
will receive a $5,000 cash award to be used to fund their specified project. Tiered cash awards will be 
given to second and third place teams. 

 
The winning teams selected at the Summit will have an additional opportunity to present in the fall of 
2018 at another Cleveland Foundation African-American Philanthropy Committee gathering. There is 
potential for additional funding to be awarded to projects with measurable results and demonstrated 
community impact. 
 

THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION FOR PHILANTHROPY MATCHMAKER IS 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2018 

 
Finalists will be notified of their eligibility by a Cleveland Foundation staff member on or before Friday, 
March 2. If you have questions after reviewing the Philanthropy Matchmaker application, please email 
AAPC@clevefdn.org. 

 
Good luck! 

  
Terri Bradford Eason 
Director of Gift Planning, Cleveland 
Foundation 

Dr. Ellen Burts-Cooper 
Chair, African-American Philanthropy 
Committee 

 
The Cleveland Foundation’s African-American Philanthropy Committee was created in 1993 to champion the spirit of 

giving within Cleveland’s African-American community. Every two years, the Committee convenes a Philanthropy 
Summit to raise the visibility and encourage African-American philanthropy in the region. The Summit also provides 

tools and insight for individuals and organizations that participate in charitable giving. 

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07eez6p19qjbp92ux7/a015ljctl9s8s/questions

